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Holy Eucharist Rite II, 7:45 AM and 9:30 AM 
 Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost  

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

October 25, 2026 
Families with young children 

Interactive worship bags for children are available in the Narthex (church lobby). Nursery care, age 5 and under, is 

also offered in the Parish Hall, with drop-off between 9:15 and 9:45 AM. Please ask an usher if you 
need directions. 

 
9:25 AM — At the ringing of the bell, please prepare for worship in silence. 

Prelude  

 
7:45 AM and 9:30 AM — All stand in body or spirit at the ringing of the bell to begin worship. 

 
Processional Hymn (9:30 AM)  Oh, God our help in ages past           Words: Isaac Watts, alt. 

#680, The Hymnal 1982                                                                                                         Music: St. Anne, William Croft, alt. 

 
1. Our God, our help in ages past,   

our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home: 
 

2. Under the shadow of thy throne 
thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is thine arm alone, 
And our defense is sure. 
 

3. Before the hills in order stood, 
Or Earth received her frame, 
From everlasting thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 

 4. A thousand ages in thy sight 
Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun.  
 

5. Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 
They fly, forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 
 

6. O God, our help in ages past,    
our hope for years to come,  
be thou our guide while life shall last,  
And our eternal home. 

Opening Acclamation                                             p. 355 Book of Common Prayer 

Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Officiant 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gloria in excelsis 

S-280, The Hymnal 1982 (spoken at 7:45 AM; sung at 9:30 AM) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant    Let us pray. 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our 

prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what you 

promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated for the readings. 

The First Lesson: A reading from the Book of Leviticus                           Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for 

I the Lord your God am holy. You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the 

great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall 

not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord. You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove 

your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but 

you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 

People     Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Appointed: Psalm 1(read in unison)                                p. 585, Book of Common Prayer 

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 

nor lingered in the way of sinners, 

nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, * 

and they meditate on his law day and night. 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 

everything they do shall prosper. 

4 It is not so with the wicked; * 

they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, * 

but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

 

The Second Lesson: A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians                      1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though we had already suffered and been 

shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 

opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God 

to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 

As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise 

from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle 

among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with 

you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 

 

Reader     The Word of the Lord. 

People     Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
 

Sequence Hymn (9:30 AM)                                              Where charity and love prevail                                           Words: tr. J. Clifford Evers  
#581, The Hymnal 1982, vss. 1-3        Music: Cheshi 
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3. Forgive we now each other's faults as we our faults confess; 
And let us love each other well in Christian holiness. 

   

The Holy Gospel 

 

Deacon     The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.                                   Matthew 22:34-46 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a 

question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like 

it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son  

is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The 

Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be 

his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.  

 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sequence hymn continued 

 

 

Seated as invited by the preacher. 

The Sermon  Rev. Mac Brown, Rector 

All remain seated for a moment of silence following the sermon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All stand in body or spirit for 
The Nicene Creed  

1 Where charity and love prevail, 

there God is ever found; 

brought here together by Christ's love, 

by love we thus are bound. 

2 With grateful joy and holy fear, 

his charity we learn; 

let us with heart and mind and strength 

now love him in return. 
 

4 Let strife among us be unknown; 

let all contentions cease. 

be his the glory that we seek; 

be ours his holy peace. 

5 Let us recall that in our midst 

dwells God's begotten Son; 

as members of his Body joined, 

we are In Him made one. 

6 Love can exclude no race or clan 

If honored by God’s Name 

our common life embraces all 

whose Father is the same. 
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Prayers of the People 

During the silence after each bidding, the people may offer their own prayers, 

either silently or aloud. 

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

Silence 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

Silence 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

Silence 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

Silence 

That there may be justice and peace on earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

Silence. 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

Silence 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

Silence 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Celebrant 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
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O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and 

all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit now and 

for ever. Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution                                         p. 360 Book of Common Prayer  

 

Celebrant    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

ALL Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

 

Celebrant         The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People              And also with you. 

 

Please be seated. 

Welcome & Parish Announcements 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
The Offertory 

If you are viewing our livestream, you may wish to prepare your financial offering for mailing at this time. Anyone 

may give online at www.stjohnswf.org/give OR Text "STJOHNSWF" to 73256 to give using your mobile device. 

 

 

Offertory Hymn                  Praise to the living God!        Words: tr. Max Landsberg and Newton Mann  

#372, The Hymnal 1982   Music:  Hebrew Melody 

1. Praise to the living God! 
All praise be to his Name, 
Who was, and is, and is to be, 
Always the same! 
The One Eternal God 
Before what now appears: 
The First, the Last, beyond all tho't 
His timeless years! 
 

2. Formless, all lovely forms 
Declare his loveliness; 
Holy, no holiness of earth 
Can his express. 
Lo, he is Lord of all! 
Creation speaks his praise, 
And everywhere, above, below, 
His will obeys. 

 

3. His Spirit floweth free, 
High surging where it will: 
In prophet's word he spoke of old, 
He speaketh still. 
Established is his law, 
And changeless it shall stand, 
Deep writ upon the human heart, 
On sea, on land. 

 

5. Eternal life hath he 
Implanted in the soul; 
His love shall be our strength and stay 
While ages roll. 
Praise to the living God! 
All praise be to his name, 
Who was, and is, and is to be, 
Always the same. 

All stand in body or spirit for 

The Doxology (7:45 AM—spoken) 

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 

(9:30 AM—sung—Hymn 380 vs. 3) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;  

http://www.stjohnswf.org/give
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Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                p 361 Book of Common Prayer Eucharistic Prayer A  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant   Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name: 

 

The Sanctus—holy, holy, holy (7:45 spoken, 9:30 sung) 

S-129 (front of hymnal) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues. 

Celebrant  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into sin and 

become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 

human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 

whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and give it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 

for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 
Celebrant and People: 

Christ has died. 

Christ has risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Celebrant continues: 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, 

and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your son, the holy food and drink of new and 

unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 

peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son, Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
All stand in body or spirit for 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Fraction Anthem S-155 (front of The Hymnal 1982) 

At 7:45 AM, spoken                                                  At 9:30 AM, sung 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Celebrant  Alleluia.  

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People          Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Alleluia. 

 
The Communion of the People 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion or to receive a blessing (instead of the bread and wine) at the altar rail. If you 

prefer to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest to signal the clergy. If you need a gluten free wafer, please 

extend your hands with palms down. If you need to be served in your seat, please inform an usher. After receiving the wafer, 

you may drink from the common cup or by intinction (dipping the wafer) into the chalice. Please take care to only dip the 

wafer. All are welcome to receive communion. 

 

Communion Hymn (9:30 AM) Jesu, Jesu Words: tr. Thomas Colvin 

#602, The Hymnal 1982                                   Music: Ghanian folk song, adapt. Thomas Colvin 

 
 

Refrain: 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 

show us how to serve 

the neighbors we have from you. 

 

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 

silently washes their feet, 

Master who acts as a slave to them. Refrain. 

 

2 Neighbors are rich folk and poor, 

neighbors are black and white, 

neighbors are nearby and far away. Refrain. 
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All stand in body or spirit for  
The Postcommunion Prayer 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 

All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 

into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 

singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant blesses the People. 

 

(9:30 AM) (9:30 AM) All children and youth here today are invited to join the clergy at the church door during the 

following hymn. Our youth will help send us out with the words of Dismissal. 

 

The Dismissal Hymn Take my life, and let it be consecrated                           Words: Frances R.  Havergal 

#707, The Hymnal 1982        Music: Hollingside, John B. Dykes 
 

 

1 Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love. 

Take my heart, it is thine own;  

It shall be thy royal throne.  
 

2. Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King. 

Take my intellect and use 
every power as thou shalt choose, 

Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 

Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee, 

 

The Dismissal 

Youth Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  

 

 
 

St. John’s Quick Links 

For more information, use your smartphone camera to scan the QR codes below 

(or browse our website at www.stjohnswf.org) 
 

 

http://www.stjohnswf.org/
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PARISH NEWS 

www.stjohnswf.org/ news, or scan code 

 

http://www.stjohnswf.org/
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REQUEST PRAYER 

Call the office at 919-556-3656, or scan 

code 

 



 



 

All stand in body or spirit for 

The Postcommunion Prayer 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 

All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 

into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 

singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant blesses the People. 

 

(9:30 AM) (9:30 AM) All children and youth here today are invited to join the clergy at the church door during the 

following hymn. Our youth will help send us out with the words of Dismissal. 

 

The Dismissal Hymn Take my life, and let it be consecrated                              Words: Frances R.  Havergal 

#707, The Hymnal 1982        Music: Hollingside, John B. Dykes 
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