
                                                Holy Eucharist Rite II, 7:45 AM and 9:30 AM 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

                                                                                            St. John’s Episcopal Church 
                                                                              October 11, 2026 

 
Families with young children 

   Interactive worship bags for children are available in the Narthex (church lobby). Nursery care, age 5 and under,  is 
also offered in the Parish Hall, with drop-off between 9:15 and 9:45 AM. Please ask an usher if you need directions.  

 

9:25 AM — At the ringing of the bell, please prepare for worship in silence. 
 
 

Prelude                                                      Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service                  Setting by Karen Lakey Buckwalter  
                     

7:45 AM and 9:30 AM — All stand in body or spirit at the ringing of the bell to begin worship. 
 
 

Processional Hymn (9:30 AM)                  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty         Words: Joachim Neander 
#390, The Hymnal 1982                                                   Music: Lobe den Herren, desc. Craig Lang 
 

Opening Acclamation                                                                                                                                     p. 355 Book of Common Prayer 
 
Officiant      Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People        And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Officiant   
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
Gloria in excelsis  
S-280, The Hymnal 1982 (spoken at 7:45 AM; sung at 9:30 AM)                                                                Setting by Robert Powell 
 
 

 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; 

 
have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
receive our prayer. 

 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Come, all who hear; now to his temple draw near, 
join me in glad adoration. 

 

2 Praise to the Lord, above all things so wondrously 
reigning; 

sheltering you under his wings, and so gently sustaining! 
Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

sent by his gracious ordaining? 

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and de-
fend you; 

surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 

if with his love he befriends you. 

4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises be-

fore him. 
Let the Amen sound from his people again; 

gladly forever adore him. 



 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Celebrant   Let us pray.  

 
The Collect of the Day 
 Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to good 

works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.  

 

Please be seated for the readings. 

The First Lesson: A reading from the Book of Isaiah        Isaiah 25:1-9 

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, 
faithful and sure. For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will 
never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have been a 
refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When 
the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat 
with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all 
peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he 
will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, 
this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be 
glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm Appointed: Psalm 23(read in unison)                                                                                p. 612, Book of Common Prayer 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

The Second Lesson: A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians                   Philippians 4:1-9 

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help 
these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not 
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be 
with you. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.     
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Sequence Hymn (9:30 AM)                                        Take My Hand, Precious Lord                   Words: Thomas A. Dorsey 
#106, Lift Every Voice and Sing vss. 1-2                                              Music: Thomas A. Dorsey 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Holy Gospel 
 
Deacon      The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.                                     Matthew 22:1-14 
People      Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but 
they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But 
they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated 
them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then 
he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and 
invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they 
found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said 
to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 

Deacon      The Gospel of the Lord. 

People      Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Sequence hymn continued 

 

Seated as invited by the preacher. 
The Sermon                                                                                                                                                                              Fr. Mac Brown, Rector 

All remain seated for a moment of silence following the sermon.     
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1.Precious Lord, take my hand, 
Lead me on, let me stand, 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 
Through the storm, through the night, 

Lead me on to the light:  
Take my hand, precious Lord, 

Lead me on. 

2. When my way grows drear, 
Precious Lord, linger near, 

When my life is almost gone, 
Hear my cry, hear my call, 

Hold my hand lest I fall: 
Take my hand, precious Lord, 

Lead me on. 

 
3. When the darkness appears 

And the night draws near, 
And the day is past and gone; 

At the river I stand, 
Guide my feet, hold my hand,  

Take my hand precious Lord, Lead me on.  



 

 

 

All stand in body or spirit for 

The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                                  p. 358, Book of Common Prayer 

 
 
 
 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                                                                     
 
During the silence after each bidding, the people may offer their own 
prayers, either silently or aloud. 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
Silence 
That we all may be one.  
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
Silence 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
Silence 
That they may be faithful  ministers of your Word and sacraments.  
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
Silence 
That there may be justice and peace on earth.  
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
Silence. 
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
 
Have compassion  on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
Silence 
That they may be delivered from their distress.  
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
Silence 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
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We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  
 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and  
glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

 

Celebrant 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon 
us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

Confession and Absolution                                                                                        p. 360 Book of Common Prayer  

Celebrant        Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   
ALL  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole  heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 

all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

 

The Peace  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you.  

Please be seated. 

Welcome & Parish Announcements  

 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory 

If you are viewing our livestream, you may wish to prepare your financial offering for mailing at this time. Anyone may give 
online at www.stjohnswf.org/give OR Text "STJOHNSWF" to 73256 to give using your mobile device. 

 

 
 

 
Offertory Anthem:                     Go Gently, Go Lightly  

 Text by Shirley Erena Murray/Music by Nancy Raabe  

CANTATE  

Cathy Brittingham, flautist  

  

Go gently, go lightly, go safe in the Spirit,  

Live simply, don’t carry much more than you need.  

Go trusting God’s goodness, go spreading God’s kindness,  

Stay centered on Jesus and where He will lead.  

  

Go singing, go bringing the gifts of the Spirit,  

Go hopefully searching for things that are true:  

In living, in loving, whatever befalls you,  

God keep you, God bless you in all that you do. love.  
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All  stand in body or spirit for 
The Doxology                                                        (7:45 AM—spoken) 

           All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 

(9:30 AM—sung—Hymn 380 vs. 3) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;  
              Praise God above, ye heavenly host:  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
 

The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                      p 361 Book of Common Prayer Eucharistic Prayer A 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.                                                                                                              
People    And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People    We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People    It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of                           
        heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name: 
 
 
The Sanctus—holy, holy, holy (7:45 spoken, 9:30 sung) 
S-129 (front of hymnal)                                                                     Setting by Robert Powell  
 
 

                              
 

 

 

The Celebrant continues. 

Celebrant 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  
He stretched his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world.   
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and give it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
Celebrant and People: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Christ has died.  
Christ has risen.  

Christ will come again.  



 

 

Celebrant continues: 
 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice and thanksgiving. Recalling his   
 death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your son, the holy food and 
 drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
 and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
 your eternal kingdom.  
 All this we ask through your Son, Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
 Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

All stand in body or spirit for 

The Breaking of the Bread                                                                                                                                               
Fraction Anthem S-155 (front of The Hymnal 1982)                                  Setting by Gerald R. Near 
At 7:45 AM, spoken                            At 9:30 AM, sung 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrant    Alleluia.  
          Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People Therefore let us keep the feast. 

  Alleluia. 

 

The Communion of the People  

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion or to receive a blessing (instead of the bread and wine) at the altar rail.  If 
you prefer to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest to signal the clergy. If you need a gluten free 
wafer, please extend your hands with palms down. If you need to be served in your seat, please inform an usher.  After 
receiving the wafer, you may drink from the common cup or by intinction (dipping the wafer) into the chalice. Please 
take care to only dip the wafer. All are welcome to receive communion.  
 
Communion Anthem (9:30 AM)                       Blessed Assurance 

 

  Text by Fanny Crosby/Music by Phoebe Palmer Knapp  

Setting by Richard Waters  

   CANTATE  

 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!  

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.  

  

This is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long;  

This is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.  

  

Perfect submission, perfect delight, Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;  

Angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  

  

Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest,  

Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

Therefore let us keep the feast.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  



 

 

All  stand in body or spirit for 

The Postcommunion Prayer  

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

All     Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
 Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. 
 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and  serve you with 
 gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Celebrant blesses the People.        

(9:30 AM)             All children and youth here today are invited to join the clergy at the church door during       
                                             the following hymn. Our youth will help send us out with the words of Dismissal. 
   

The Dismissal Hymn               Ye watchers and ye holy ones                      Words: John Riley 
#618, The Hymnal 1982                                           Music: adapt and harm. Ralph Williams 
 

The Dismissal                                                                                                                                                    

Youth  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude                                                     When in Our Music God Is Glorified                Setting by Robert A. Hobby 
  

I’M NEW 

www.stjohnswf.org/ 
contact, or scan code 

CHURCH  

CALENDAR  

www.stjohnswf.org/ 
calendar or scan code 

REQUEST PRAYER 

 Call the office at  

919-556-3656, or scan 
code 

PARISH NEWS 

www.stjohnswf.org/ 
news, or scan code 

MINISTRY MATCH  

Explore your gifts 
for ministry 

St. John’s Quick Links 

For more information, use your smartphone camera to scan the QR codes below 

(or browse our website at www.stjohnswf.org) 
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1 Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 
bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 

raise the glad strain, Alleluia! 
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, powers, 

virtues, archangels, angels' choirs: 

Refrain: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

2 O higher than the cherubim, 
more glorious than the seraphim, 

lead their praises, Alleluia! 
Thou bearer of th' eternal Word, 

most gracious, magnify the Lord: Refrain. 

 

3 Respond, ye souls in endless rest, 
ye patriarchs and prophets blest, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, 

all saints triumphant, raise the song: Refrain. 

 

4 O friends, in gladness let us sing, 
supernal anthems echoing, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
To God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Spirit, Three in One: Refrain. 


