A ST.JOHNS

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Holy Eucharist Rite Il, 7:45 AM and 9:30 AM
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

St. John’s Episcopal Church

September 27,2026

Families with young children

Interactive worship bags for children are available in the Narthex (church lobby). Nursery care, age 5 and under, is
also offered in the Parish Hall, with drop-off between 9:15 and 9:45 AM. Please ask an usher if you need directions.

Prelude

Processional Hymn (9:30 AM)

9:25 AM — At the ringing of the bell, please prepare for worship in silence.

Morning has broken Setting by Franklin D. Ashdown

7:45 AM and 9:30 AM — All stand in body or spirit at the ringing of the bell to begin worship.

Opening Acclamation

Officiant

People

The Night You Gave Us, God, Has Ended
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Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Officiant
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our

Lord. Amen.



Gloriain excelsis

S-280, The Hymnal 1982 (spoken at 7:45 AM; sung at 9:30 AM) Setting by Robert Powell
Glory to God in the highest, have mercy on us;
and peace to his people on earth. you are seated at the right hand of the Father;

receive our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father, For you alone are the Holy One,
we worship you, we give you thanks, you alone are the Lord,
we praise you for your glory. you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, with the Holy Spirit,
Lord God, Lamb of God, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

you take away the sin of the world;

The Collect of the Day
0 God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we,
running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

Please be seated for the readings.
The First Lesson: A reading from the Book of Ezekiel Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32

The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have
eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As | live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you
in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that
shall die.

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When
the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed
they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they
shall save their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely
live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not
your ways that are unfair?

Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me,
and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone,
says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm Appointed: Psalm 25:1-8(read in unison) p. 614, Book of Common Prayer

Psalm 1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, | put my trust in you; *

let me not be humiliated,

nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.



7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.

The Second Lesson: A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians Philippians 2:1-13

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy,
make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death--even death on a cross. Therefore
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn (9:30 AM) Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Words: Robert Robinson
#593, The Hymnal 1982 vss. 1-3 Music: harm, Carl Haywood
1. Come, Thou found of every blessing, Tune my heart to 2. Herelraise my Ebenezer, Hither by thy help I’m come;
sing thy grace; Streams of mercy never ceasing, Call And | hope by thy good pleasure, Surely to arrive at
for songs of loudest praise. Teach me some melodious home. Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wand’ring
sonnet, Sung by flaming tongues a above. Praise the from the fold of God. He, to save my soul from danger,
mount, O fix me on it. Mount of God’s unchanging Interposed His precious blood.
love.
The Holy Gospel
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Matthew 21:23-32

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you
tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it
of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’
But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will
not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he
did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors
and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds
and believe him.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence hymn continued

3.0, to grace how great a debtor, Daily I'm constrained to be; Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter, Bind my wond’ring heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it, Prone to leave the God | love. Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it , Seal it from thy courts
above.

Seated as invited by the preacher.
The Sermon Fr. Mac Brown, Rector

All remain seated for a moment of silence following the sermon.



All stand in body or spirit for
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

p. 358, Book of Common Prayer

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
by the power of the Holy Spirit We acknowledge one baptism

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, for the forgiveness of sins.

and was made man. We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

During the silence after each bidding, the people may offer their own
prayers, either silently or aloud.
Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and always.

In the Beginning
God was.

Here and now,
God is.

In the future,
God will be.

Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we may be bold to heal and defend the earth, and pour your
blessing upon all who work for the good of the planet.

Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Breath of life, receive our thanks for the beauty of our local habitat and all who dwell in it, and grant us the wisdom and will to
conserve it.

Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and visit the places and people who suffer from our indifference,
neglect, and greed.

Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Lover of all you have made, we thank you for the wondrous diversity of your creatures, and we pray for their well-being.
Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Author of the book of nature, receive our gratitude for places of restoration and healing, and continue to bless those places that
feed our lives and spirits.

Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Wise Creator, whose works are full of mystery, give us wonder and appreciation for your creatures with whom we find ourselves in
conflict.
Silence



God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Giver of all good gifts, awaken us daily to our dependence upon your bounty, and make us always thankful for the abundance of
your blessings.

Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Divine Physician, heal our communities, especially those where neglect, greed, or violence inflict suffering
Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people of this congregation who desire or need your presence and help [especially
Campbell, Gordon, Heidi, David, Louis , Moe, Jenn, Al, Steve

Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Rock and refuge of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all those who have died [especially___ ].
Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Celebrant
Gracious God:
Grant that your people may have in them the same mind that was in Christ Jesus, and guide us into harmony of relationship
through loving-kindness and the wise use of all that you have given; for you are drawing all things into communion with you
and with each other by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Confession and Absolution p. 360 Book of Common Prayer

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

ALL Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.
Amen.

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Please be seated.
Welcome & Parish Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory

If you are viewing our livestream, you may wish to prepare your financial offering for mailing at this time. Anyone may give
online at www.stjohnswf.org/give OR Text "STJOHNSWF" to 73256 to give using your mobile device.

The flower this Sunday are given by Sue Griffin in memory of Mike Griffin.



Offertory Anthem: Begin Anew
Text based on Jeremiah 29/Text Adaptation & Music by Karen Marrolli
CANTATE

Begin anew. Sing of transformation to the Lord.
Begin anew, certain that peace and joy will surely be restored.

When the shadows fall, let the promise of hope and a future light the way.
Your defender is with you, guiding your footsteps from darkness into day.

When the world seems dark, let the power of Christ be a beacon, giving light,
From our spirits reflecting, saving the broken from hopelessness and night,
And if God walks beside us to strengthen and guide us,
then blessing can flow through our hands.

We will plant a lush garden of blessing and pardon,

a refuge where that Love divine eternally expands.

Hallelujah! Thine the glory! Hallelujah! Amen!

All stand in body or spirit for
The Doxology (7:45 AM—spoken)

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.

(9:30 AM—sung—Hymn 380 vs. 3)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving p 369 Book of Common Prayer Eucharistic Prayer C

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name:

The Sanctus—holy, holy, holy (7:45 spoken, 9:30 sung)
S-129 (front of hymnal) Setting by Robert Powell

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues.

Celebrant
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and give it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People:

Christ has died.
Christ has risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant continues:
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son, Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

All stand in body or spirit for

The Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem S-155 (front of The Hymnal 1982) Setting by Gerald R. Near
At 7:45 AM, spoken At 9:30 AM, sung

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Celebrant Alleluia.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia.

The Communion of the People

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion or to receive a blessing (instead of the bread and wine) at the altar rail. If you prefer to
receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest to signal the clergy. If you need a gluten free wafer, please extend your
hands with palms down. If you need to be served in your seat, please inform an usher. After receiving the wafer, you may drink
from the common cup or by intinction (dipping the wafer) into the chalice. Please take care to only dip the wafer. All are welcome
to receive communion.



Communion Hymn (9:30 AM) Fairest Lord Jesus Words: German composite
#383, The Hymnal 1982 Music: harm. Thomas Tertius Noble

1. Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature, O thou of 3. Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and

God and man the Son; thee will | cherish, the will | all the twinkling, starry host: Jesus shines brighter,
honor, thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. Jesus shines purer, than all the angles heaven can
2. Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, boast.

robed in the blooming garb of spring; Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer, who makes the woeful heart to sing.

All stand in body or spirit for
The Postcommunion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant blesses the People.

(9:30 AM) All children and youth here today are invited to join the clergy at the church door during
the following hymn. Our youth will help send us out with the words of Dismissal.

The Dismissal Hymn From the dawning of creation Words: Delores Dufner

#748, Wonder, Love and Praise Music: Timeless Love, Norman Warren

1. From the dawning of creation, God was present to the 3. Human eyes have seen God’s glory; human hands have
Word. And the Word was God eternal, source of all that touched God’s own. Is our likeness here among us, dwells
came to be. Jesus is that Word eternal. Jesus is the word the Word of God made flesh. Jesus is that Word incarnate.
of life. Jesus is the Word of life.

2. Lightappeared in deepest darkness. Night was ended,
morning dawned. And that light is ever burning, brightness
never overcome. Jesus is that Light eternal. Jesus is the
Word of life.

The Dismissal

Youth Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.

Postlude Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation Setting by Matthew H. Corl
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