Wednesday Night Bible Study

Faith in Motion
Hear the Word * Reflect on the Word *« Share the Word ¢ Live the Word

A Journey Through the Book of James

Summer 2026
Week 3 * July 15, 2026
Scripture: James 2:1-13
Theme: Showing No Partiality
As you listen prayerfully notice...
* Aword or phrase that stands out. * A question or curiosity that arises.
* What surprises you. * Who do you notice in this passage?
* An emotion this passage stirs in you. * An invitation you sense from God.

Gathering Prayer
Book of Common Prayer « Proper 9 « p. 230

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor:
Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and
united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Scripture: James 2:1-13

1My brothers and sisters, do not claim the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ of glory while showing
partiality. 2 For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a
poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine
clothes and say, “Have a seat here in a good place,” while to the one who is poor you say,
“Stand there,” or, “Sit by my footstool,” 4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves and
become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God
chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has
promised to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor person. Is it not the rich
who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into the courts? 7 Is it not they who blaspheme the
excellent name that was invoked over you?

8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself,” you do well. ¢ But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. 1 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
accountable for all of it. 1" For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You
shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but you murder, you have become a
transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of
liberty. 13 For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy
triumphs over judgment.



Dwelling in the Word:

Closing Prayer » Psalm 82:1-4

1 God has taken his place in the divine council;
in the midst of the gods he holds judgment:

2 “How long will you judge unjustly
and show partiality to the wicked? Selah

3 Give justice to the weak and the orphan;
maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.

4 Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”

Take this passage with you throughout the week.
Return to it often, and continue dwelling with God’s Word.



