I\ , Holy Eucharist Rite Il, 7:45 AM and 9:30 AM
ggjﬁﬁﬁg The Second Sunday of Christmas
January 4, 2026

Families with young children
An interactive worship bag is available for your child in the Narthex (lobby of the church).

9:25 AM — At the ringing of the bell, please prepare for worship in silence.
Prelude Angels from the realms of glory Setting by Fred Bock

9:30 AM — All stand as able at the ringing of the bell to begin worship.

Processional Hymn (9:30 AM) Angels from the realms of glory Words: J. Montgomery
#93, The Hymnal 1982 Music: Regent Square
1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 3 Sages, leave your contemplations;
wing your flight o’er all the earth; brighter visions beam afar:
ye, who sang creation’s story, seek the great Desire of nations;
now proclaim Messiah’s birth: ye have seen his natal star: [Refrain]
Refrain: come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn King. 4 Saints before the altar bending,
watching long in hope and fear,
2 Shepherds in the field abiding, suddenly the Lord, descending,
watching o’er your flocks by night, in his temple shall appear: [Refrain]

God with you is now residing;
yonder shines the infant Light: [Refrain]

Opening Acclamation p. 355, Book of Common Prayer

Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Officiant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis

S-280, The Hymnal 1982 (spoken at 7:45 AM; sung at 9:30 AM) Setting by Robert Powell
Glory to God in the highest, have mercy on us;
and peace to his people on earth. you are seated at the right hand of the Father;

receive our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father, For you alone are the Holy One,
we worship you, we give you thanks, you alone are the Lord,
we praise you for your glory. you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, with the Holy Spirit,
Lord God, Lamb of God, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

you take away the sin of the world;



The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Letus pray.

0 God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that
we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for the readings.
The First Lesson: A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah Jeremiah 31:7-14

Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise,
and say, "Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel." See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north, and
gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and

those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations |
will lead them back, | will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for | have
become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare itin the
coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." For

the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on
the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over
the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. | will turn their
mourning into joy, | will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. | will give the priests their fill of fatness, and
my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 84 (read responsively by whole verse) p. 707, Book of Common Prayer

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 7 LorD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of
the Lorp; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the liv-
ing God.

2 The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a
nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my
King and my God.

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a
place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of
water.

6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

The Second Lesson: A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians

hearken, O God of Jacob.
8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in
my own room, *
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my
God than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

10 For the LoRD God is both sun and shield; *
he will give grace and glory;

11 No good thing will the LorD withhold *
from those who walk with integrity.

12 O Lorbp of hosts, *
happy are they who put their trust in you!

Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love toward all the saints, and for this reason | do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. |
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come
to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for
us who believe.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God. 2



Sequence Hymn (9:30 AM) What star is this, with beams so bright Words: James Milligan

#124, The Hymnal 1982 vss. 1—-3 Music: Ascension
1 Whatstaris this, with beams so bright, and eastern sages with amaze
more beauteous than the noonday light? upon the wondrous token gaze.
It shines to herald forth the King,
and Gentiles to his crib to bring. 3 The guiding star above is bright;
within them shines a clearer light,
2 True spake the prophet from afar and leads them on with power benign
who told the rise of Jacob’s star; to seek the Giver of the sign.
The Holy Gospel
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him."
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt | have called my son."
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up, take the

child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life are dead." Then Joseph got
up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea
in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of
Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might
be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean."

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence hymn continued.

4 O Jesus, while the star of grace 5 To God the Father, heavenly Light,
impels us on to seek thy face, to Christ, revealed in earthly night,

let not our slothful hearts refuse to God the Holy Ghost we raise

the guidance of thy light to use. our equal and unceasing praise.

All are seated as invited by the preacher.
The Sermon The Rev. Mawethu Ncaca, Assoc. Rector
All remain seated for a moment of silence following the sermon.

All stand in body or spirit for

The Nicene Creed p. 358, Book of Common Prayer
We believe in one God, For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
the Father, the Almighty, Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
maker of heaven and earth, On the third day he rose again
of all that is, seen and unseen. in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
the only Son of God, He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
eternally begotten of the Father, his kingdom will have no end.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
begotten, not made, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
of one Being with the Father. With the Father and the Son

. . he is worshiped and glorified.
Through him all things were made. He has spoken through the Prophets.
For us and for our salvation We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
he came down from heaven: We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
by the power of the Holy Spirit We look for the resurrection of the dead,
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

and was made man.



Prayers of the People—Form IV (The Leader and People pray responsively) p. 388, Book of Common Prayer
Leader Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world. Silence.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and all of the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and
serve the common good. Silence.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and
to your honor and glory. Silence.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he
loves us. Silence.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring
them the joy of your salvation, especially; Ivory, Rev. Pat, Charlotte, Carol, Megan, Joe, Tammy, John. We pray for all
those on our parish prayer list who live with chronicillnesses, and for all those we name to you now... (You may speak
additional names aloud or in silence).

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week; Brandon Whittaker, Gail Wentworth, Marian Ribbens, Vivian
Shillingsburg, and Mike Acquesta... (You may speak additional names aloud or in silence).

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled. We pray that we may share with all
your saints in your eternal kingdom... (You may speak additional names aloud or in silence).

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Celebrant Let us say together the Prayer for Transition (Composed by Lois Sauer, Licensed Lay Preacher)

People Ever-present and Holy God, as you continue to invite new people into St. John’s, we ask your
ongoing guidance and blessing upon us, that we may always become more fully the people and
congregation you would have us to be. Keep our hearts deeply grounded in your divine love, that we
may grow in steadfast love and gentleness for one another. Inspire our leadership with wisdom and
creativity to navigate the ongoing changes that lay before us. In this season of transition, we
particularly pray for our Sr. Warden Camille, vestry, staff, search committee, our Interim Rector, Rev.
Stephanie, and our eventual new rector. Fill all of us with courage, kindness, and patience as we walk
the Way of Love with one another and with the broader diverse community around us. All this we ask in
the name of your son Jesus, who lives and reigns in each of us every day. Amen.

Celebrant

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon
us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.



Confession and Absolution p. 360, Book of Common Prayer

Deacon/Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Please be seated.
Welcome & Parish Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory

If you are viewing our livestream, you may wish to prepare your financial offering for mailing at this time. Anyone may give
online at www.stjohnswf.org/give OR Text "STJOHNSWF" to 73256 to give using your mobile device.

Offertory Hymn (9:30 AM) Away in a manger Words: Away in a Manger
#217, Lift Every Voice and Sing Music: James Murray
1 Awayina manger, no crib for a bed, 3 Benearme, Lord Jesus, | ask thee to stay
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. Close by me forever, and love me, | pray.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. And fit us for heaven to heaven to live with thee there.

2 The cattle are lowing the Baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes,
| love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

All stand in body or spirit.
The Doxology (7:45 AM—spoken)
All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.
(9:30 AM—sung—Hymn 380 vs. 3)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

All stand in body or spirit for

The Great Thanksgiving p. 361 Book of Common Prayer , Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People Itis right to give God thanks and praise.



Celebrant  Itisright, and a good and joyful thing...who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus—holy, holy, holy (7:45 spoken, 9:30 sung)
S-130 (front of hymnal) Franz Schubert/arr. Richard Proulx

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Power and might,
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Please stand or kneel in body or spirit.

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
usin creation ...Therefore, according to his command, O Father:

Al We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues.

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine. ...

....By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant  And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

All stand in body or spirit.

The Breaking of the Bread At 9:30 AM, sung
Fraction Anthem S-154 (front of Hymnal 1982), Christ our Passover
At 7:45 AM, spoken Setting by David Hurd
Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Therefore let us keep the feast.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Communion of the People

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion or to receive a blessing (instead of the bread and wine) at the altar rail. If
you prefer to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest to signal the clergy. If you need a gluten free
wafer, please extend your hands with palms down. If you need to be served in your seat, please inform an usher.

At this time, we will refrain from offering the common cup (drinking from a common chalice) and will offer the wine by
intinction only (dipping the communion wafer in the cup of wine.) If you wish to receive the wine, please hold the wafer
in your fingers as the chalice bearer comes to you and take care to dip only the wafer into the wine (and not your
fingers.) If you are not comfortable receiving the wine this way, please know that receiving only the consecrated bread
at Holy Communion (or the wine only) is still considered full Communion.



Communion Hymn (9:30 AM)
#324, The Hymnal 1982

1 Letall mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
our full homage to demand.

2 King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human venture,
in the Body and the Blood
he will give to all the faithful
his own self for heavenly food.

All stand in body or spirit.

The Postcommunion Prayer

Celebrant  Letus pray.

Let all mortal flesh keep silence

Words: Liturgy of St. James
Music: Picardy

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven

spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of Light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,

that the powers of hell may vanquish

as the darkness clears away.

4 At his feet the six-winged seraph;

cherubim with sleepless eye,
veil their faces to the Presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry,
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant blesses the People.

(9:30 AM)  All children here today are invited to join the clergy at the church door during the hymn.
The children will help send us out with the words of Dismissal.

The Dismissal Hymn (9:30 AM)
#480, The Hymnal 1982

1 When Jesus left his Father’s throne,

he chose an humble birth;

like us, unhonored and unknown,
he came to dwell on earth.

Like him may we be found below
in wisdom’s path of peace;

like him in grace and knowledge grow,
as years and strength increase.

2 Sweet were his words and kind his look,
when mothers round him pressed;
their infants in his arms he took,
and on his bosom blessed.

The Dismissal

When Jesus left his Father’s throne

Words: J. Montgomery
Music: Kingsfold

Safe from the world’s alluring harms,
beneath his watchful eye,
thus in the circle of his arms
may we for ever lie.

When Jesus into Zion rode,
the children sang around;

for joy they plucked the palms and strowed

their garments on the ground.
Hosanna our glad voices raise,
Hosanna to our King!
Should we forget our Savior’s praise,
the stones themselves would sing.

Youth Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Al Thanks be to God.
Postlude When Jesus left his Father’s throne Setting by Aaron David Miller

Re
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