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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH SONG LOVERS 
Celebrating Black History Month 

Exploring Hymns, Spirituals & Gospel Songs 
Wednesday, February 23rd, 2022 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

1. “Somebody’s Knockin’ at Your Door”         LEVAS #100 
 
Call & Response Spiritual of unknown authorship. The “call” is a leader/soloist 
improvising a line of text with a group of singers providing the “response.” 
Very common musical form in spirituals. 
 

+++ 
 

2. “Just a Little Talk with Jesus”     LEVAS #83 
 

Cleavant Derricks, 1909-1977. African-American 
pastor and choir director at a number of black 
Baptist churches. Wrote more than 300 songs.  

       
Father to twin actors Cleavant Derricks Jr. and 
Clinton Derricks-Carroll. 
 
Derricks received no monetary royalty for 
this song; instead, the publisher gave him 
a few “free” songbooks as payment for  
his work. 

 

                                 +++ 
 

3. “Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen”   LEVAS #175 
 

Spiritual first published in 1867. May have originated in the fields as a caution 
signal, telling work gangs to look out for trouble. Melody shows similarity to  

 “Hang down your head, Tom Dooley.” 
 
 Writing about the message of this work, www.galaxymusicnotes.com states: 
  “…the song doubles down on the intense feeling of sadness, or sorrow, in  
  conjunction with its polar opposite—faith. It urges everyone to put their faith 
  in Jesus, highlighting the fact the ‘Nobody knows but Jesus…’ “ 

 

+++ 

http://www.galaxymusicnotes.com/
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4.  “God Has Smiled on Me”      LEVAS #52 
 

Isaiah Jones, Jr., 1940-2008. American 
musician and Presbyterian minister. Wrote 
over 100 hymns which have been recorded 
by 15 different groups. Studied at 
California State University Los Angeles, 
Talbot Theological Seminary, and he held 
a DMin from San Francisco Theological 
Seminary.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

+++ 
 

5. “Steal Away”        LEVAS #103 
 

African-American spiritual. According to a 
former slave, Grandma Betsy Bradford, 

 this spiritual had a double meaning. 
“’Steal away to Jesus’ always meant to 
go up north to the promised land.”  
 
Nat Turner used “Steal away” to call his 
conspirators together. God’s judgment 
speaks to the “trembling sinner through 
the mystery and fear of wind, thunder, 
and lightning.” 

 

+++ 
 

6. “Jesus in the Morning”      LEVAS #76 
 
 African-American folk song/spiritual; unknown authorship. 
 
 

+++ 
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7. “I Can Do All Things Through Christ”    LEVAS #186 
 

Elbernita “Twinkie” Clark, b. 1954. American 
gospel singer, songwriter, composer, record 
producer, musician, and evangelist.  

 
 Member of the American gospel singing group 

The Clark Sisters. Known as the “Mother of 
Contemporary Gospel Music” and “Queen of 
the B3 Hammond Organ.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 

+++ 
 

8. “Soon and very soon”     LEVAS #14 
 

Andraé Crouch, 1942-2015. Composer and recording artist. Father was minister 

     of a Church of God in Christ, where Andraé played for services. For 25 years,  

     Crouch toured the world with his group called Andraé Crouch and the  

     Disciples. Served as pastor with his sister Sandra at Christ Memorial Church in  

     San Fernando, CA. Autobiography: Through It All, 1974.  

 

     Text and tune were written in 1976. Based  

     on Revelation 22:7-- 
7See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one 

who keeps the words of the prophecy of this 

book. 

     and 21:4-- 

 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more, mourning and crying 

and pain will be no more, for the first things 

have passed away." 

 

+++ 
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9. “Keep the Dream Alive”     LEVAS #229 
 

Text written by Robert Manuel, Sr.  

 

Hezekiah Brinson, Jr. b. 1958. Composer. Resides 

in New Orleans where he works as pianist 

recording Gospel Music and serving as 

Minister of Music at Ninevah Baptist Church. 

 
 

                                +++ 
 
10. “We shall overcome”      LEVAS #227 
 
 Spiritual; in 1792, a version was published to the tune SICILIAN MARINERS 

(TH82 #344 or #708 utilize this same tune); which could explain the 
similarity between the first 8 measures of SICILIAN MARINERS and “We shall 
overcome.”  
 
One theory says it was a popular song on ships (“The Sicilian Mariner’s Hymn 
to the Virgin” or “O sanctissima”). Slaves working on ships may have heard 
the melody and adapted the tune for their spiritual. 
 
“We shall overcome” merged as a protest song of both segregated and 
integrated labor unions. In 1946, sung at a protest in Charleston, SC, by 
members of the Food and Tobacco Workers Association. Two members of 
that union took it to the Highlander Folk School, where it was heard by Guy 
Carawan, a white songwriter, 
who introduced it to the civil 
rights movement. Extra lines 
were added, in the spiritual 
tradition, to express what 
needed to be said on each 
particular occasion. 
  
In some hymnals the tune is 
named MARTIN in honor of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
+++ 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 


