
 

 
The Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 8:30 PM 

Christmas Eve  
December 24, 2021 

 
 

Presiding at 8:30 PM: The Rev. Dr. Lorraine Ljunggren & The Rev. Dr. Jim Melnyk, Priest Associates 
Preaching at 8:30 PM: The Rev. The Rev. Sarah Phelps, Rector 
             
Preludes 

“The Sussex Carol”   setting, Karl Osterland 
“What child is this, who, laid to rest”  setting,Timothy Albrecht 
“It came upon the midnight clear” setting, David M. Cherwien 
“Still, still, still”   setting, Paul Manz 
“Angels we have heard on high”   setting, Wayne L. Wold 
 
Introit                                                                       “O come, all ye faithful”                                          arr. Jacob B. Weber 
                                                                                                Handbell Choir  
 

        Please stand at the ringing of the bell. 

Hymn                                                                              O come, all ye faithful                                       Words: John F. Wade    
#83, The Hymnal 1982                                                                                                                                    Music: Adeste fideles  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Opening Acclamation                                                              p. 355 Book of Common Prayer 

Celebrant    Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 
People         And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come, and behold him, 
 born the King of angels; 
  
           Refrain: O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord. 
  
2 God from God, 
 Light from Light eternal, 
 lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
 only-begotten 
 Son of God the Father; [Refrain] 
  
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
 sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
 glory to God, 
 glory in the highest; [Refrain] 

4 See how the shepherds, 
 summoned to his cradle, 
 leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
 we too will thither 
 bend our joyful footsteps; [Refrain] 
  
5 Child, for us sinners 
 poor and in the manger, 
we would embrace thee, with love and awe; 
 who would not love thee, 
 loving us so dearly? [Refrain] 
  
6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing; [Refrain] 



 

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
Officiant     Let us pray. O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 

Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
All are seated for the readings. 

The First Lesson:  A reading from the Prophet Isaiah                          Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness--on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  For the yoke of 
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on 
the day of Midian.  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;  authority rests 
upon his shoulders;  and he is Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will do this. 

 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Hymn                                                                  Of the Father’s love begotten                 Words: Marcus A. Prudentius  
#82, The Hymnal 1982                                                                                                                   Music: Divinum mysterium  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Of the Father’s love begotten, 
 ere the worlds began to be, 
 he is Alpha and Omega, 
 he the source, the ending he, 
 of the things that are, that have been, 
 and that future years shall see, 
 evermore and evermore! 
  
2 O that birth for ever blessèd, 
 when the Virgin, full of grace, 
 by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
 bore the Savior of our race; 
 and the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
 first revealed his sacred face, 
 evermore and evermore! 

3 Let the heights of heaven adore him; 
 angel hosts, his praises sing; 
 powers, dominions, bow before him, 
 and extol our God and King; 
 let no tongue on earth be silent, 
 every voice in concert ring, 
 evermore and evermore! 
  
4 Christ, to thee with God the Father, 
 and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
 hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, 
 and unwearied praises be; 
 honor, glory and dominion, 
 and eternal victory, 
 evermore and evermore! 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Second Lesson:  A reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus 2:11-14                                           Titus 2:11-14            
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly 
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for 
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is 
who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his 
own who are zealous for good deeds. 

 
Lector       The Word of the Lord.  
People     Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand as able 
Hymn                                                                        Hark! the herald angels sing                             Words: Charles Wesley 
#87, The Hymnal 1982                                                                                                                                  Music: Mendelssohn  

Officiant    The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.                                                  Luke 2:1-20 
People       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  In that region there were shepherds living 
in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; 
for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying,  "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!"  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Officiant     The Gospel of the Lord. 
People        Praise to you, Lord Christ.                                

1 Hark! the herald angels sing 
 glory to the newborn King! 
 Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled! 
 Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with the angelic host proclaim 
 Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
 

Refrain:  Hark! the herald angels sing 
        glory to the newborn King! 
  

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
 hail the incarnate Deity. 
 Pleased as man with man to dwell; 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel! [Refrain] 

3 Mild he lays his glory by, 
 born that we no more may die, 
 born to raise us from the earth, 
 born to give us second birth. 
 Risen with healing in his wings, 
 light and life to all he brings, 
 hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! [Refrain] 
  



 

 

Hymn                                                                      Angels we have heard on high                             Words: French Carol 
#96, The Hymnal 1982                                                                                                                                   Music: Gloria 

 
 
 

All are seated as invited by the preacher 
 

The Sermon                                                                                                    The Rev. Sarah Phelps
   All remain seated for a moment of silence following the sermon. 

 

All stand as able  

The Prayers of the People 
 
Leader Almighty God, in Jesus you have poured upon us the light of your Incarnate word: let us 

pray for all who still long for the coming of your Light, saying: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader That the peace proclaimed by angels on that first Christmas night might be realized in 

every place of conflict in our world. Let us pray to the Lord,  
People Lord, have mercy.  
 
Leader That the homeless Christ born in a stable this night might find a home among us as we 
  minister to the needs of the homeless and the hungry in our time; especially those  
  residents at the Wellington Mobile Home Park community who still have not found new  
  housing as they face displacement in January. Let us pray to the Lord, 
People Lord, have mercy.  
 
 Leader That in this time of gift-giving we might become more generous to the abandoned, to  
  those in despair, and to those in mourning. Let us pray to the Lord, 
People Lord, have mercy.  
  
Leader That the rejoicing of this night might lead us to a true and lasting relationship with 

you. Let us pray to the Lord, 
People Lord, have mercy.  
 
Leader That the consolation of the Prince of Peace might bless and comfort all who are living 

with illness or pain, especially Jim, Michael, Maren, Dewey, Nancy, and Frank, and all 
those we name to you now. Please add your prayers for those who are suffering….. 
(silently or aloud) 

 Let us pray to the Lord, 
People Lord, have mercy.  
   
Leader That the blessed hope we celebrate this night may be the fulfillment of all who have gone 

before us in faith. Please add your prayers for those who have died…. (silently or aloud) 
 Let us pray to the Lord, 
People Lord, have mercy.  

Silence  

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 singing sweetly through the night, 
 and the mountains in reply 
 echoing their brave delight. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
  
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why these songs of happy cheer? 
 What great brightness did you see? 
 What glad tidings did you hear? 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
  

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
 him whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
  
4 See him in a manger laid 
 whom the angels praise above; 
 Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
 while we raise our hearts in love. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 



 

 

Celebrant God of darkness and silence, you have pierced the quiet of this night by speaking your 
Word among us, by sending us your Son. May our prayers echo your own Incarnate 
Word, so that all might come to the peace you promise in Jesus, who is Lord and God, 
this night and forever.  Amen. 

   

The Peace  

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Please practice social distancing during the Peace. 

 

Please be seated for 

Welcome & Parish Announcements  

 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory 

If you are viewing our livestream, you may give online at  
www.stjohnswf.org/give or scan this QR Code 

 
 
 
 
 

If you wish to make an offering in-person today,  
please use the offertory plate at the church entrance as the Offertory Music is sung.  

(Due to Covid protocols we do not currently pass the offering plates.) 
 
Please remain seated for    
Offertory Music                                                  Angels’ Carol                                 words & music by John Rutter 
                                                                                        St. John’s Choir 

 

Have you heard the sound of the angel voices 
Ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear? 
Have you seen the star shining out so brightly 
As a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here? 
  
Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven 
To the humble shepherds who have waited long? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels sing their joyful song. 
  
He is come in peace in the winter’s stillness,  
Like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night; 
He is come in joy like the sun at morning 
Filling all the world with radiance and with light. 

 He is come in love as the child of Mary;  
In a simple stable we have seen his birth: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels singing ‘Peace on earth’. 
  
He will bring new light to a world in darkness, 
Like a bright star shining in the skies above; 
He will bring new hope to the waiting nations 
When he comes to reign in purity and love. 
  
Let the earth rejoice at the Savior’s coming;  
Let the heavens answer with the joyful morn: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Hear the angels singing ‘Christ is born’. 



 

 

All stand as able for  
Presentation of the Offering              What Child is This               Words: William Chatterton Dix 
#115, vss. 1 & 3                                         Music: Greensleeves 
 

 
The presentation at the altar represents gifts given today in person and throughout the year online. 

All are given to the glory of God as we share in God’s redeeming work in the world.   
 

All stand as able for 
The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                                            p 367, Book of Common Prayer, 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you.                                                                                                              Eucharistic Prayer B 
People And also with you. 

Officiant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Officiant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Officiant It is right, and a good and joyful thing…. 
  ….who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus                                                                                                                                                 S-130, The Hymnal 1982 
                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People stand or kneel. The Officiant continues 

  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation…. 

  ….Therefore, according to his command, O Father: 
 
All  We remember his death. 

We proclaim his resurrection. 
  We await his coming in glory.  
 
 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

1  What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?  
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 
This, this is Christ the King,  
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste to bring him laud,  

the babe, the son of Mary. 

3  So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,  
come, peasant, king, to own him;  
the King of kings salvation brings,  
let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 
This, this is Christ the King,  
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste to bring him laud,  

the babe, the son of Mary. 



 

 

The Officiant continues 
  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all…. 

  ….By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

Officiant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those who have trespassed against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  

Officiant Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
All  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  
 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 

Communion Music                                          I Wonder As I Wander                                 
                                                                              written by John Jacob Niles 
                                                                                         Don Myers, soloist 
  
                                                                                     Breath of Heaven                  
                                                                   written by Chris Eaton & Amy Grant 
                                                    Monique Thibodeau & Sarah Goodwin, vocalists 
 

As you return from Communion, an acolyte will help you light your service candle. 
 
 
The Postcommunion Prayer  
 

Officiant  Let us pray. 
All    God our Father, in this night you have made known to us again the coming of our Lord 
 Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and Christ 
 the Morning Star rises in our hearts. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
Please stand as able 
 

Candle Lighting                                             Silent night, holy night                                              Words: Joseph Mohr 
#111, The Hymnal 1982                                 Kevin O’Donnell, guitar                                               Music: Stille Nacht 

                  

 

1 Silent night, holy night, 
 all is calm, all is bright 

 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

 sleep in heavenly peace. 
  

2 Silent night, holy night, 
 shepherds quake at the sight, 

 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3 Silent night, holy night, 
 Son of God, love’s pure light 

 radiant beams from thy holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 



 

 

A Blessing for Christmas   
 

 
The Dismissal Hymn               Joy to the World!  The Lord is come                                 Words: Isaac Watts  
#100, The Hymnal 1982                                        Music: Antioch  

 
The Dismissal 

Officiant           Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please extinguish your candle and return to the basket in  
the Narthex (church lobby) as you depart. 

    
Postlude                                                               “Carol Rhapsody”                                                  arr. Rick Seaton  
 

 

Welcome to St. John’s 

St. John’s is an energetic, joyful, mission-minded parish growing in diversity, depth of faith, and engagement with 
the world around us. 

We are a big tent: black, white, and bi-racial, LGBTQI+, gender-diverse, progressive and conservative, young and not-
so-young. It’s rare these days, but we truly do aim to stay in loving relationship with one another, despite the 
tensions that sometimes accompany this kind of diversity. We don’t always do it perfectly, but we try. 

Together we cultivate a life of faith and hope, practice hospitality and inclusive community, and inspire all to grow 
as agents of Christ-like love, generosity, and justice in the world. 

We invite you to come and see what this community of faith is like. You may just find the spiritual community you’ve 
been searching for. 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

Our Sunday services are normally held each week at 7:45 AM & 9:30 AM.  
On Sun, Dec 26th we will hold just one service at 9:30 AM: Christmas Lessons & Carols. Please join us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’m New 
www.stjohnswf.org/contact, 

or scan QR code. 

CHURCH CALENDAR 
www.stjohnswf.org/ 

calendar, 
or scan QR code. 

REQUEST PRAYER 
 Call Barbara Kwiatek  

at 919-556-3656 or 
scan QR code. 

LATEST PARISH 
NEWS 

www.stjohnswf.org/ne
ws, or scan QR code. 

1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
 let earth receive her King; 

 let every heart prepare him room, 
 and heaven and nature sing. 

  
2 Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 

 let us our songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 

 repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 

 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found. 

  
4 He rules the world with truth and grace, 

 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness, 

 and wonders of his love. 


