
 

 

 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 7:45 am (spoken) and 9:30 am 

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost/4th Sunday of Creation Season 
September 26, 2021 

Officiants                                                                  
The Rev. Sarah Phelps, Rector & The Rev. Amanda Bourne, Curate 

          
Prelude                                     Meditation on ‘Awake, my soul, and with the sun’        setting by F. D. Ashdown 
            

Please stand as able when the bell is rung.                                                                                 
 
 

Processional Hymn                                   Awake, my soul, and with the sun            Words: Thomas Ken  
#11, The Hymnal 1982 (9:30am)                                Music:  Morning Hymn 
 

 

Opening Sentences                                                         p. 355 Book of Common Prayer 

Officiant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People And blessed be God’s  kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Gloria  (7:45 am—spoken) 
S-280 The Hymnal 1982  (9:30 am) 

 Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father, Amen. 

 

1 Awake, my soul, and with the sun 
 thy daily stage of duty run; 

 shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise 
 to pay thy morning sacrifice: 

  
2 Lord, I my vows to thee renew; 

 disperse my sins as morning dew; 
 guard my first springs of thought and will, 

 and with thyself my spirit fill. 

3              Direct, control, suggest, this day, 
 all I design, or do, or say; 

                    that all my powers, with all their might, 
 in thy sole glory may unite. 

  
          4      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

               praise him, all creatures here below; 
              praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
          praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 



 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
Officiant     O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 

 fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 
 heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
All are seated for the readings. 

The First Lesson:  A reading from the Book of Esther                                 Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were drinking 
wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And 
what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther 
answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is 
my petition-- and the lives of my people-- that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, 
men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the 
king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to 
do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the 
king and the queen. 

 
Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that 
Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits 
high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. 

 
Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King 
Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month 
Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the Jews 
gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into 
gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and 
gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor. 

 
 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm  124  (read in unison)                               p. 781 Book of Common Prayer 
 
1  If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
        let Israel now say; 

2  If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
       when enemies rose up against us; 

3  Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
       in their fierce anger toward us; 

4  Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
       and the torrent gone over us; 

5  Then would the raging waters * 
       have gone right over us. 

6  Blessed be the Lord! * 
       he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7  We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
       the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8  Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 
       the maker of heaven and earth. 

 



 

 

The Second Lesson:  A reading from the Book of James                                                         Book of James 5:13-20 
 

 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are 
any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing 
them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; 
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray 
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was 
a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it 
did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
 
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you 
should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner's soul from death and 
will cover a multitude of sins.  
  

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.              
 
 
All stand as able for 

Sequence Hymn                                               Spirit divine, attend our prayers     Words:  Andrew Reed 
#509, The Hymnal 1982  (9:30 am)                     Music:  Nun danket all und   
                      bringet Ehr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officiant     The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark.                                            Mark 9:38-50  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 
stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a 
deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us 
is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of 
Christ will by no means lose the reward. 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be 
better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If 
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two 
hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it 
is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye 
causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to 
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 
quenched. 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season 
it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

 

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

1 Spirit divine, attend our prayers, 
 and make this house thy home; 
 descend with all thy gracious powers, 
 O come, great Spirit, come! 
  
2 Come as the light; to us reveal 
 our emptiness and woe, 
 and lead us in those paths of life 
 whereon the righteous go. 

3 Come as the fire, and purge our hearts 
 like sacrificial flame; 
 let our whole soul an offering be 
 to our Redeemer’s Name. 



 

 

The Sequence Hymn continues… 

 

All are seated after a word of prayer    
The Sermon                                                                                                                             The Rev. Amanda Bourne, Curate 

All stand as able for 

The Nicene Creed                                                                               p. 358 Book of Common Prayer 

The Prayers of the People                                                                                                   

Leader       Let us ask God to bless us and all the Created world, saying  “Holy God, Giver of life; hear our  
                       prayer.”     
    

Upon your Church, its leaders and people, send your blessing, O Lord.  Especially we ask your blessing 
and guidance upon St. John’s and our Strategic Design effort as we seek to adapt and change wisely 
and creatively.  Unite us with all people of good faith around the world and guide us into your Peace. 
Holy God, Giver of life: 
Hear our Prayer. 
 
Upon the rich earth send your blessing, O Lord. Let the earth be fruitful and its resources be treated with 
reverence for the sacred gift that they are. Holy God, Giver of life: 
Hear our prayer. 

Upon human labor send your blessing, O Lord. Prosper the work of our hands. May all find dignity and just 
reward in their work. Free those who are exploited or oppressed. Holy God, Giver of life: 
Hear our prayer. 

Upon the produce of the earth send your blessing, O Lord. Guide us into a sustainable future, and give us 
the will to share the fruits of the world. Holy God, Giver of life: 
Hear our prayer. 

Upon the seas and waters send your blessing, O Lord. Teach us to cherish the waters of the earth, and to 
conserve its oceans, lakes and rivers. Holy God, Giver of life:   
Hear our prayer. 

 

 We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit                                                     
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the   
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of   life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glori-
fied.  He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

4   Come as the dove, and spread thy wings, 
 the wings of peaceful love; 
 and let thy Church on earth become 
 blest as the Church above. 

5    Spirit divine, attend our prayers; 
 make a lost world thy home; 
 descend with all thy gracious powers; 
 O come, great Spirit, come! 



 

 

Upon those who labor to save our planet from ecological disaster, send your blessing, O Lord. We pray 
especially for Interfaith Power & Light, an organization that inspires and mobilizes people of faith and 
conscience to take bold and just action on climate change.  Holy God, Giver of life: 
Hear our prayer. 

Upon those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, send your blessing, O Lord. We pray for those whose lives 
and livelihoods have been imperiled by hurricanes, wildfires, and other ecological disasters around the 
world; and we pray for those who have been commended to us, especially … Philip Paige,  Ken Ialeggio, 
Brenda Gainey, Grace Rose, Tom Gerding, David Faggoli, Kate Wilczek, Jacob & Brent Goodwin, Nancy 
Halbert, and Frank, Jeff, Kristen, Dallen and Regean Bierline.  Holy God, Giver of life: 
Hear our prayer. 

Upon those celebrating joyful occasions in life, send your blessing, O Lord; especially those in our parish 
who celebrate their birthdays this week:  Mary Claire Cooke, Elizabeth Melvin, Jeffery Somers, Jocelyne 
Terilli, Nathan West, Christine Kastendike, Kerryanne Kerr, Cati Barham, Rosaleigh Kerr, Tina Mertz, Quinn 
Galon, and Kate Walker.  Holy God, Giver of life. 
Hear our prayer.  

Upon all those who have died; especially Harriet Bierline, send your blessing, O Lord; welcome them into 
your eternal presence, O God, and bring consolation and peace to their loved ones.  Holy God, Giver of 
life: 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant concludes 

Hear us, good Lord, for the sake of all your created world; through your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
  

 

The Confession                           p. 360 Book of Common Prayer  

Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
ALL  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your  Name.  Amen. 

 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life.  Amen.  

 

The Peace  

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Please practice social distancing during the Peace. 

 

Welcome & Parish Announcements  

 

 
 
 



 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory 
If you are viewing our livestream, you may wish to prepare your financial offering 

for mailing at this time or give online at www.stjohnswf.org/give   
 

If you wish to make an offering in-person today, please use the offertory plate at the church entrance.  
 

Please be seated for   

The Offertory Anthem                       Sing a New Song      Michael Praetorius 
             arr. Mark Schweize              
           
 
 
 
Stand as able for  
The Doxology                                   

      (7:45 am—spoken) 
All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 

 

   (9:30 am—sung—Hymn 380 vs. 3) 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; Praise God 

above, ye heavenly host:  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

The presentation at the altar represents gifts given today and throughout the year. 
All are given to the glory of God as we share in God’s redeeming work in the world.   

 
All stand as able for 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
Officiant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 

Officiant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Officiant It is right, and a good and joyful thing…. 
  ….who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus (spoken at 7:45 am; sung at 9:30 am)                                        S-125, The Hymnal 1982 
 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

 

The People stand or kneel. The Officiant continues 

  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself…. 
  ….Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Sing a new song, Sing to God with a voice of triumph, 
Make his praises known to all the nations; 

Sing the honor of his name. 



 

 

All  Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 

The Officiant continues 
  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father…. 

  ….All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen.   

Officiant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those who have trespassed against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread  

Officiant Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
All  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  
 

 

Invitation to Communion 
Due to pandemic health protocols, only the Communion Host (bread) will be shared.  
 

Communion Music             Standin’ in the need of prayer                            Words: Traditional 

 #177, LEVAS (Lift Every Voice & Sing Hymnal  (9:30 am)                            Music:  Negro Spiritual 

 

 

 

 

The Postcommunion Prayer (for those who have shared in Communion in person) 
 

Officiant  Let us pray. 
All    Eternal God, heavenly One, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  
 your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacra-
 ment of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us  
 strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion (for those unable to participate in-person) 
 

 In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, I desire to offer to 
 you praise and thanksgiving. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament  of your  
 Body and Blood, I  beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen 
 me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, 
 and you in me, in this life and in the life to come.  Amen.                  
                                                                          

1 Not my brother, not my sister, but it’s me, O          
               Lord, Standin’ in the need of prayer,   
  
                                      [Refrain] 
 t’s me, it’s me, O Lord,  
  Standin’ in the need of prayer; 
  It’s me, it’s me, O Lord, 
  Standin’ in the need of prayer. 
  
2  Not the preacher, not the deacon, but it’s me,  
          O Lord, Standin’ in the need of prayer,  
   [Refrain] 

3  Not my father, not my mother, but it’s me, O     
           Lord, Standin’ in the need of prayer, 
 [Refrain] 
  
4  Not the stranger, not my neighbor, but it’s me, 
             O Lord,  Standin’ in the need of prayer, 
                                  [Refrain] 



 

 

The Blessing 
 
 
The Dismissal Hymn                              Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing          Words: John Fawcett  
#344, The Hymnal 1982                                                                                                                            Music: Sicilian Mariners  

 
The Dismissal 

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   
People Thanks be to God!  
 
 
Postlude                                             Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing              setting by Anne Krentz Organ  
  
 
 
 

╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ 
 
 
 
 
 

The altar flowers today are dedicated in honor of Elizabeth Toney Melvin for 
her birthday and church leadership by Melanie Murphy.  

 

1 Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing; 
 fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
 let us each, thy love possessing, 
 triumph in redeeming grace: 
 O refresh us, O refresh us 

 traveling through this wilderness. 
  

2 Thanks we give and adoration 
 for thy Gospel’s joyful sound: 
 may the fruits of thy salvation 

 in our hearts and lives abound: 
 ever faithful, ever faithful 

 to thy truth may we be found; 
  

3 so that when thy love shall call us, 
 Savior, from the world away, 

 fear of death shall not appall us, 
 glad thy summons to obey. 
 May we ever, may we ever 

 reign with thee in endless day. 


